2008 The Barge Compang

Season RKelax, ( Jnwind and [ et the VWorld [loat by...m

THEALOULET TE TRANSFORME Dt
- Bargt: of the MOI'IH? ~

AUGUST 2008

Welcome to our August
‘Barge of the Month’ in
which we are delighted to
showcase the glorious
and newly refurbished
Alouette cruising on the
beautiful UNESCO Heri-
tage Site the Canal du
Midi in 2008 and 2009,
between Beziers and Car-
cassonne.

The Barge Company was
one of only three barge
specialist agents to be in-
vited on to the Alouette’s
2008 inaugural cruise fol-
lowing her spring 2008
refit, so we proudly bring
you our newest photo-
graphs and ‘insider’ com-
ments on the boat as she
is now—ready to wel-
come you aboard!

Following her total refit she is barely recognisable as she now takes only 4 passengers. See here the latest
pictures of her interior lounge and dining area. Light pastel shades in the true provencal colour scheme of yel-
low and blue have been used to excellent effect to create the feeling of being on board a French country house.
The barge has all the modern luxuries that you would expect however, including a large flat screen television in
the lounge area (see below right) with satellite TV, DVD, internet access and a BOSE docking station for iPods.




The Alouette’s cabins are no less special...Her former three cabins have been transformed into two
more generously proportioned luxurious cabins with private en suite bathrooms. Both cabins can be
arranged as either double or twin bedded cabins, and each has luxurious bedding, natural air filtration
system plus full air conditioning. There is ample storage space for clothes and shoes, and plenty of
natural light from the large windows (which all have mosquito nets to ensure no unwelcome visitors!)

Bathrooms are all
newly created using
natural stone and
marble (see right).
The showers are
over-sized for extra
comfort and a selec-
tion of heavenly
‘Occitane’ bath
products are compli-
mentary. Large
mirrors with excel-
lent lighting as well
as huge fluffy white
towels make these
bathrooms a com-
plete delight to
spend time in.
Those of you lucky
enough to cruise on
her will be in for a
world-class treat!




The Blue Cabin is
just as gorgeous
as the Yellow
Cabin but of
course using a
different colour
theme. Again it
can be either
double or twin-
bedded, and the
bathroom (see
below is deco-
rated in the same
subtly natural
tones as the Yel-
low cabin’s. TV
and DVD is in
each cabin too.

I simply adored using
the showers during our
cruise; the hot water
was so instantly there,
and it was so easy to
use and constant. The
flow of water was also
very generous and
simply made for a
very luxurious bath-
room experience.
There is so much room
in the showers too be-
cause they are double-
sized, so you need
never feel cramped or
fear hitting your elbow
as you wash away the
cares of the day. The
perfect antidote to a
day of adventure on
the Canal du Midi...

The provencal-style
bed linens are a pleas-
ure to enjoy and are
extremely comfortable.
I (Marie of The Barge
Company) spent three
happy nights in this
lovely Blue Cabin and I
honestly couldn’t have
slept better! Comfy
mattress covers make
going to bed some-
thing to really look for-
ward to, and the option
of listening to music or
watching a film before
bedtime was a real
added bonus.




Our cruise took us from Beziers to Le Somail and during the three days it
took us to wend our way gracefully along this trail we enjoyed several
superb excursions to places of cultural interest, including the secluded
‘Abbé de Fontfroide’ (above). Set way up in the hills it is a stunning des-
tination with a very special atmosphere. All excursions and entrance
fees are always included in the cruise, as are the services of your per-
sonal driver-guide who takes you there and back in the luxury air-
conditioned minibus. We also enjoyed a superb visit to the ancient Ro-
man ‘Oppidum d’Enserune’ and its museum, plus the spectacular medie-
val citadel at Carcassonne—not to be missed!

As for our meals on the Alouette, we were thoroughly spoilt from start to
finish. Fine wines were carefully selected and introduced to us with each
course and we were pampered far too much! Gus our superb chef ca-
tered for our every whim, and breakfasts, lunches and dinners were a
sheer delight. From elegant light lunches (top left) to sumptuous des-
serts (below left) we simply couldn’t have asked for more.

For full details on the Alouette please click here and to enquire
about availability or to make a reservation please click here.
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